TONOPAH RESIDENTS UNITED, Inc.
COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS
March 2006
A community survey was mailed to all Post Office box and route addresses in the 85354 zip code by Tonopah Residents United, Inc. (TRU) in February, 2006.  The TRU Community Survey was divided into two parts, demographics and opinion on 14 community issues.
Demographics results include:
· Over 69% of residents have lived in the Tonopah area 10 years or less.
· “Rural life style” was ranked as the number one reason for living in the area by 89% of the respondents.  “Enjoy nearby natural areas like Saddle Mountain” was ranked second and “Affordable housing” was ranked third. 
· Work commutes ranged from 18% who drive over 50 miles one way, to an average commute of 18 miles.  Interestingly, over one third of residents don’t commute because they don’t work or they work from home, (29% and 12% respectively). 
· Nearly half (47%) of households is comprised of 1 or 2 people with 25% having 3 to 5 residents and 4% having 6 or more.  
· Over 1/3 (35%) of respondents said they own horses or plan to own them, with 26% of residents owning livestock. 

Opinion results included:  
When asked, “Would you prefer residential development remain at the rural one house per acre zoning?”  Responses were 87% “Yes” while 7% said “No” and 6% did not reply. 

Replies ran 81% “No” when residents were asked if they favor higher density housing (higher than one dwelling/acre) if contained in a master-planned community.  While 12% said, "Yes", and 7% had "No preference.” 

COMMUNITY SURVEY RESULTS

(page 2)
March 2006
Residents were asked to rate 14 community issues on a scale of 0 (not familiar with), 1 (not concerned) through 10 being “of highest concern.  Those items residents were most concerned with, i.e. that they rated a ‘10’:
	ITEM
	PERCENTAGE RANKING A “10”
(highest concern)

	Protect rural life style, low density, large-lot, with horse and specialty farm, and small business properties
	66%

	Prevent damage to Saddle Mountain – preserve it for future generations
	55%

	Protection of dark, star-filled skies (support use of dark sky rated fixtures
	54%

	Protection of public land and open space
	52%

	Protection of natural resources such as wildlife preservation
	51%

	Traffic congestion on Interstate 10
	47%

	Expand I-10 to three lanes each way
	45%
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